God, the Gospel, and Culture — Homosexuality
Recourse used: Strange New World by Carl Truman

Root 1 — How do you know who you are?
1. Rene Decartes (1596-1650)
a. “I think, therefore I am.”
2. Jean-Jacques Rousseau

a. Autobiography, Confessions: The particular object of my confessions is to
make known my inner self, exactly as it was in every circumstance of my
life. It is the history of my soul that | promised, and to relate it faithfully |
require no other memorandum; all | need do, as | have done up until now,
Is to look inside myself.

Root 2 — How do you relate with the world around you?
1. Karl Marx (1818-1883)

a. “Man makes religion, religion does not make man...Religion is the sigh of
the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world and the soul of
soulless conditions. It is the opium of the people.”

2. Frederick Nietzsche (1844-1900)

a. Do we hear nothing as yet the noise of the grave diggers who are burying
God? Do we smell nothing as yet of the divine decomposition? Gods too
decompose. God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed
him...There has never been a greater deed; and whoever is born after us —
for the sake of this deed he will belong to a higher history than all history
hitherto.

Root 3 — Political Changes
1. If the person | imagine myself to be is indeed my identity, it must be protected by
the state.
2. Anything that is standing in the way of my pursuit of who | am is needlessly
constraining and oppressive.

Categories:
1. God and His revelation — God is dead.
2. Humanity — made in our own image.
3. Sin —not present.
4. Gospel — self liberation.
5. Church and community — a new identity brings a new community with fellow
homosexuals.

Biblical Theology of Sexuality
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.



Genesis 126 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.”

2'So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

Genesis 2 % Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his
wife, and they shall become one flesh. 2° And the man and his wife were both naked and
were not ashamed.

Genesis 3 | will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

Romans 124 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, % because they exchanged the truth
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who
is blessed forever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 2’ and the men likewise
gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one

another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due
penalty for their error.

Ephesians 5 2 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just
as Christ does the church, *°because we are members of his body. 3! “Therefore a man
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh.” 3 This mystery is profound, and | am saying that it refers to Christ and the
church. **However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see
that she respects her husband.

Revelation 21 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her



husband. 2 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their God.



